PREFACE
It was my long-cherished desire to translate the poems
of Aluri Bairagi into English, Though Bairagi wrote poems in
three languages (Telugu, Hindi and English), I have chosen his
long poems written in his mother tongue Telugu to be included
in this collection.
Bairagi is one of the greatest poets of modern India,
who have taken poetry to the highest realms of human
understanding. He is a poetic genius' of very high order
comparable with the greatest poets of at! time. As a creative
writer of many dimensions and a thinker of deep penetrating
insight and high sensibility, he is outstanding among his
contemporaries. His poems abound in universal feelings,
profound thoughts and rich imagery. All his poems bear the
stamp of his personality. He is a rare poet of modem India.
Aluri Bairagi(1924-1978) acquired name and fame for
his poetry in Teiugu and Hindi in his life time, but not to that
extent he actually deserved He is a poet with a prophetic
vision and shot into prominence after his death like great men
of all time. One of-his three long _ poems included in this
collection' Voices from the empty weilf('Nuthilo Gontukalu') is
considered to be a modem classic, comparable to The Waste
Land' of Dr. T.S. Eliot. Bairagi's 'Agama Geeti* (Advent
Hymn1), a collection of his poems published posthumously,
bagged the prestigious Sahitya Akademi award in 1984.